
The Joy of Planning 
Planning is so much fun. I hope 
that every single person who 
reads this decides to do the trip 
planning themselves, and does 
not feel overwhelmed. I found 
the planning almost as fun as 
the vacation itself. 
Background on me: Single 
mom of 2 teenagers. I had never 
been to Disney World, but had 
been to Disneyland when I was 
a child. I had always wanted to 
go, but just never did. 
My ex-husband was not a trav-
eller so it made it impossible. 
Now that I am the one making 
the vacation decisions I chose 
Disney World. 
I started planning about 9 
months before our trip. I bought 
a few guidebooks (the Unoffi-
cial Guide,  Birnbaums & 
Frommers). I read them cover 
to cover. Still I felt I needed 
more information before I made 
any decisions. My son is a com-
puter fanatic. He found several 
wonderful websites for me to 
read. I spent about 2 months 
reading everything I could get 
my eyes on!  
I went through the different ho-
tel choices with my kids. I made 

up a chart with plusses and mi-
nusses for each one. Then listed 
specific things that I liked about 
each one. We finally decided on 
The Polynesian Resort. (Great 
choice). 
Dates were chosen based on 
school vacations, my work sched-
ule, and other activities the kids 
were doing. We went the first 
week of August 2003.  
Picking the time of year, and the 
hotel were pretty big decisions. 
We really would have liked to 
skip the crowds, but I couldnt jus-
tify taking both kids out of 
school. 
After I made those decisions, I 
had to choose the tickets we 
would buy. I read many different 
opinions about whether to get 
tickets that covered the entire 
stay, or just enough to cover the 
days we wanted to be in the parks. 
I knew the kids would want to do 
water parks and also Disney 
Quest so I had to get tickets that 
included those things. After lots 
of deliberation we chose tickets 
that covered everything from 
check in to check out! It was ex-
pensive, but allowed us freedom 
to do whatever we wanted, when-

ever we wanted. 
We spent the next couple 
months figuring out where 
we wanted to eat. I wanted to 
be sure to have reservations 
made so we didnt waste tons 
of time waiting for tables. 
We, once again, read tons 
and tons of reviews & asked 
questions on websites to nar-
row down the choices. Got 
one sit down meal reserva-
tion for each day. Worked 
out well. 
Making the final itinerary 
was a little tough. We made 
a chart of the parks, how 
much time we wanted for 
each one, what rides we 
knew we wanted to try. 
Then came up with a loose 
plan. We didnt end up 
sticking to it, though. We 
didnt realize the parks were 
so far apart, travelling be-
tween parks took up quite a 
bit of time. 
All our planning really 
paid off, I felt prepared for 
what we found when we 
arrived. Any time spent 
was more than worth it, and 
it was tons of fun, too. Us-
ing a travel agent, in my 
opinion, would have taken 
away much of my joy. 
 
Jenn & kids, Eastman 
Georgia 
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Our family of 4 just returned 
from our vacation. I am wiped 
out and need a rest. We were 
there for 7 days. We had the ab-
solute best time ever.  
 
I don’t think we got to bed be-
fore midnight any night and we 
were up at the crack of dawn 
each morning. We spent every 
minute of every day absorbing 
all the magic we could. This 
was our frist trip, but I am sure 
not the last. I have told my fam-

ily that we will go back soon!  
 
I had no idea how wonderful 
that place is, but I am so de-
pressed that we are back home 
and our vacation is over. Do you 
ever feel that way?  
 
Usually when we come home 
from a vacation we are happy to 
be back, not this time. I feel like 
we left the best place on earth! 
In fact I know we did. 
 

I dont need to go into details 
about our trip, you know how 
great the place is. I am now a 
true Disney addict. 
 
I mostly dont want to do that be-
cause it will make me even sad-
der to know that we are not 
there anymore.  
 
Am I nuts? Is this normal?  
- Wendy 

Are Your Vacations Relaxing?  

bite. I had to eat it all so I could 
get an ice cream dessert and it 
was sure great. They have other 
desserts but the ice cream hot 
fudge sunday was my favorite 
thing.  
 
We stayed at that hotel the 
Beach Club so we went to 
Beaches and Cream almost 
every single day. Try it you will 
sure like it. 
Christa, age 11 
 

Cinderellas Castle is the very 
best place to have breakfast. 
Your mom has to call every 
morning in the middle of the 
night to get you a reservation. It 

is a popular place to eat and I 
know why. Any kid who dreams 
about meeting princesses is go-
ing to be thrilled to eat there.  
I am older than my 2 young sis-
ters and the breakfast in the cas-
tle was their favorite part of the 
trip.  
 
The food is very good, and you 
get a lot. It is very special to eat 
in a castle and not very many 
people get to do it. Meeting real 
live princesses is a special thing 
too.  
 
I recommend this restaurant if 
you have little girls, but its even 
fun if you are not a little girl.  
Tia - age 13, Mesa, Arizona 
 
Have a restaurant review  or two 
you’d like to share with the DZ 
News readers—send them in! 

Restaurant Reviews 

The best restarant at Disney-
world is Chef mickeys. You get 
to eat all night long if you want 
and run around and play and not 
just eat the whole time. They 
got pizza and hot dogs and par-
ent food and lots a grate deserts. 
They got ice cream and cup-
cakes and jello and cookies.  
 
The disney charcters have fun 
with you by playing around with 
you. You get to run around the 
place and yell and stuff. Its a 
good place to go for kids but 
may be not for parents becuse 
its very noisy and messy there.  
Matt, age 8 
 
I love Beaches and Cream. It is 
a very good place to eat. It is a 
fun place and has very good 
food to eat.  
 
I had a very big hamburger with 
lots of cheese on it and ate every 

Disneyzone was lucky enough to 
get 3 great reviews from 

submitted by children. Enjoy! 
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by: Christopher G. 
aka “Pinkid23” - Age 14 
 
There are mountains high, 
Elephants fly in the sky, 
Nearby turkey legs do fry, 
On Splash Mountain people cry, 
On boats we float down the 
Nile, 
First we’d wait in line for a 
while, 
There are 999 ghosts, I hope 
they’re not hostile, 
Socks and sandals, now there is 
a new style! 
 
Animal Kingdom is not quite a 
zoo, 

There are many rides and things 
to do, 
Is that big tree made of bam-
boo? 
Look over there, it’s Winnie the 
Pooh! 
 
At Spaceship Earth we’ll get a 
head start, 
But before we do, lets check out 
that pin cart, 
“Stay close kids, don’t get split 
apart.” 
Come all, lets quicken our 
stride, 
So we can go on the Great 
Movie Ride. 
 

Look at the heart of that old 
bride! 
Let’s go back to the hotel and 
down the slide. 
 
On the Mad Tea Party we spun, 
We had so much fun, 
Basking in the Florida sun, 
Now I think the day is done. 
 
What is that I hear? 
Coming nearer to here? 
It’s a Disney Cruise line ship 
around the bend. 
I guess the Disney magic will 
never end! 

lately and want to share details?  Would you like to share your Dis-
ney experiences with others? Do 
you have some great tips that oth-
ers might benefit from? Would you 
like to tell everyone about your fa-
vorite WDW restaurant? Have you 
stayed at one of the Disney resorts 

There are so many things you can 
write about - please consider con-
tributing to this newsletter. It’s the 
DZ visitors who submit articles that 
make this newsletter so popular.  
Submit articles, or send questions 
to: kimmi@disneyzone.net  

Disney Magic Poem 

Articles Needed!  

it was just great for her to spend 
the time explaining the ride to my 
daughter and trying to encourage 
her to try it. Even after she was un-
able to convince her and we had 
left the store she tracked the girls 
down two stores away to talk to her 
again. 
 I later learned that was because my 
husband had told her about the 
“pinky swear” the two girls had 
made about going on the ride. 
Laura came up to Alyssa and said 
“You can’t break a pinky swear!” 
I’ll make it easier on you I’ll get 

you a special pass so you don’t 
have to wait in line at all. Still 
Alyssa would not agree until her 
father also agreed to go on. 
 So after the three of them went on 
the ride we took the picture back to 
show Laura. She was so glad to see 
it and so proud of Alyssa, she gave 
her a beautiful picture frame to put 
it in. I bet Walt would have done 
the exact same thing.  
 
Robin-Liverpool NY 

Castmember Magic 
I just wanted everyone to know 
that there are still Cast Members at 
WDW that go above and beyond 
the call of duty. On our recent fam-
ily vacation there in January we 
had the pleasure of meeting two. 
One works at the Disney & Co. 
Store at MGM Studios and her 
name is Laura. She spent extra time 
with my two daughters trying to 
convince one that The Rock-N-
Roller Coaster would be a fun ride 
for her to try.  
Since I knew how much my daugh-
ter really wanted to go on I thought 

DZ News is as great as it is 
because so many of you 

contribute articles! Thanks! 
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Did you know that DZ is an Ama-
zon.com affiliate? What that means 
is that by using any link on our site 
to Amazon.com to make your 
guidebook (or any) purchase, DZ 
gets a small commission. Its not a 
lot, but every little bit helps!  
Please click HERE to go to Dis-
neyzone’s Guidebook Page. 
Choosing to link to Amazon.com 
through any of the links will help 
DZ :)  Thanks! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Have you visited the DZ Message 
Boards lately? It’s a great spot to 
meet other Disney World enthusi-
asts! There are many topics to dis-
cuss, lots of very nice people to 
meet & a wealth of information for 
those planning Disney World vaca-
tions! Visit today! CLICK HERE to 
go to the boards! 

 

The NEW LOOK. The newsletter 
has changed a little, this layout 
should make it easier to read. Also, 
all the links to email & websites 
now work. Which means you can 
click on them and they will actually 
take you to a website, or bring up 
your email client. Give it a try and 
visit some of the links within the 
newsletter!  

21-40 words $35/month 
41-70 words $50/month 
 
One phone number OR a website 
address included and not included 
in word count. Interested? Please 
email us at ads@disneyzone.net 

The next page of the newsletter of-
fers ads from various companies. 
DZ offers very reasonable rates for 
advertisers. Reach thousands of 
Disney World fans via the DZ 
News! 
Current Rates: 
20 words or less - $25/month 

Guidebooks, Contests, Message Boards & more 

Advertising Information  

ning to go to Disney in August, 
but we already are almost done 
planning.  
 
For any adult who wants to 
spend time with their children 
and wants to be organized, I rec-
ommend you do this with a 
child. To me planning with my 
dad is part of the magic of Dis-
ney.  
 
Marissa (12), Wantagh NY 

Darby-8; Kellie’s husband; 
Alexa-4; Jared-8; Sharon; 
Brandon-8; Jackson-13; 
Devin, Eliza-17; Mike-40;  
Jason, Ethan-11; Amy, 
Kayla-12; Cora, Steven-10; 
Marc, Emily, Lisa-17;  
Andrew, Paul, Sara, Shana, 
Miranda-3; Hope, Kent-15, 
Jacob, Samantha & Remy  

 
Please send an email to 
birthdays@disneyzone.net if 
you want a birthday added to 
the list! 
Ages are optional!  

DZ Kids 
Disney planning with my dad 
isn’t just something I do be-
cause he makes me. I do it be-
cause I really enjoy it. At least 
twice a week I go on the com-
puter with him and plan for an 
hour and a half.  
 
I enjoy learning about the new 
attractions and parades. My fa-
vorite part of all of the planning 
is making the schedule for the 
week we are there. We’re plan-

Happy Birthday to you, 

Happy Birthday to you, 

Happy Birthday all Dzers 

Happy Birthday to you! 
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DZ has a great contest that 
just began. You can win a 
great prize, just for participat-
ing! 
 
Go enter the new contest, by 
visiting  the contest page!  
CLICK HERE to go to the DZ 
Contest Page - play and you 
could win a cool prize! 
 
*If you would like to donate a 
prize, please contact us! 
prizes@disneyzone.net - 
You get some advertising on 
the site in exchange for your 
donation!  

Happy Birthday... 

http://www.disneyzone.net/guidebooks.htm
http://www.disneyzone.net/boards.htm
http://www.disneyzone.net/contest.htm
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Towncar/Limo Services 
MouseEarVacations.com                                                          
Concierge Style Service                                          
at No Extra Charge!                                              
Visit our website for current dates including 
Airfare & Package Specials to Orlando & 
Anaheim!                    
Visit  www.MouseEarVacations.com                   
A division of Cruising Co Etc                             
Free online quotes or call toll free:                 
800-886-8601 to request                                    
a destination specialist contact you. 

Dear Disney Traveler: 
My name is Marlies Bredel, President of  
Selective Limousine. We are a women  
owned transportation company established in 
1993. Our main objective is to provide excel-
lent customer service.  
Our fleet consists of Towncars, Vans, Limou-
sines and Minibuses. All Transportation in-
clude children’s name on a welcome sign. 
We offer a special appearance by Mickey 
(stuffed) in our Limousines along with movies 
and refreshments. 
Call us at (800)730-0211 or at our website 
www:SelectiveLimo.com 
Sincerely, 
Marlies Bredel 

Discount Tickets 
www.DiscountOrlandoVacation.com/
ccp51 Special offer for Disneyzone readers.              
2% off your entire order! That includes our 
sale items & volume priced items (groups of 
4 adults or more).                                                          
Example: 5 Day Hopper Plus - our regular 
price $260, sale price $255 minus $5.10 (2% 
discount) = $249.90. At Checkout enter your 
Disneyzone code: dzone                               
FREE shipping on all orders!                            
U.S. Toll-free: 877-264-0555                            
UK Freephone: 0800 310 1864 

Gift Ideas 
Italian Sterling Silver Charm Bracelets 
Large variety of authentic italian charms, you 
can design your own personalized bracelet. 
Great selection and great prices! www.
anniescharmcloset.com 

Radio Stations 
KMIN980 is an olides radio station that 
broadcasts LIVE on the internet. Live from 
New Mexico’s finest Oldies station! Not the 
same old songs over and over. Come listen 
to our Sound Souvenirs while you are surfing 
on DZ! www.kmin980.com  

Computer Services 
Your very own Dedicated Hosted Server 
for only $99 a month! 
Why share server space when you can have 
your own? Contact our office for more de-
tails. Mention Disneyzone and the set up fee 
will be waived!    
www.actusa.net  
hostedserver@actusa.net 
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