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Discovery Cove Side Trip

There is so much to do at Disney
World that its hard to even think
about leaving, but we found
something worthwhile that | sug-
gest anyone who enjoys dol-
phins to try!

It's called Discovery Cove, and
its not too far from Disney. It's a
whole lush, tropical park dedi-
cated to fish and birds of all
kinds. There are no crowds, they
limit ticket sales to 1000 people
per day.

You get quite a bit of attention
from the staff and there are wide
choices of things to see and do.
| will try to describe some of the
highlights.

The highlight for us all was the
dolphin swim. Its incredible to
actually be in the water with
them, swimming along side the
beautiful animals. You got to
know them, it was just incredible.

The Ray Lagoon is really fun,
too. You actually go into the wa-
ter with the fish! They are so in-
teresting to touch. They swim
right up to you, which is a little
odd at first, but really a great ex-
perience.
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Snorkeling in the Coral Reef was
another great experience. We
spent most of our time there. A
wide variety of fish, the snorkeling
there was incredible. You felt like
you were really in the ocean.

There was a gorgeous tropical
river that we never went into. My
kids really wanted to spend every
minute with the fish. But it looked
like people were really enjoying it.

There was also a sparkling tropi-
cal pool, which we only spent
about 10 minutes relaxing in. My
kids just wanted to get every mo-
ment possible with the fish! The
pool was spectacular, it looked
like a natural small lake. Rock for-
mations and waterfalls, wonderful
photo ops there!

Aviary was fun, too. They had a
wide variety of tropical birds. Fly-
ing around freely. You could actu-
ally pet & fed some of them. My
son found a sloth and fell in love
with it!

There are a couple different op-
tions, we chose the All Inclusive
Package. It was $259 per person
during the high season. This in-
cluded a reserved swim session
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with the dolphins. If you
don’t want to swim with the
dolphins the price is about
$100 less. With our package
we had our session with the
dolphins (which was the best
thing on earth!), unlimited
access to the Coral Reef,
unlimited access to the Ray
lagoon, free-flight aviary, re-
sort swimming pool & river.
It included a meal, all the
equipment you needed, in-
cluded towels, sunscreen all
the snorkeling items. It also
included parking, tickets to
Sea World or Busch Gar-
dens and a photo of our
family (taken as you enter).
Our photo came out so
funny as we were all trying
to watch something going on
to the side of us, but smiling
towards the camera. Its ob-
voius we were not looking at
the camera.

There is also a package for
those who want to work with
the animals as a trainer. It
was quite a bit more expen-
sive but looked like a lot of
fun!

The hours are short, only
from 9:30-5, but by the time
5:00 came along we were
tired and felt like we com-
pletely got our money’s
worth. No lines for anything,
its almost like it is your own
private oasis!

Call 877-4DISCOVERY
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Grand Floridian Afternoon Tea

Restaurant Review
February 25, 2005
TheRustyScupper

It has become more of a
tradition and has trans-
formed into habit. Attend-
ing the Afternoon Tea at
the Grand Floridian during
EVERY vacation to Walt
Disney World. The atten-
dees have ranged from
just Mrs. Rusty and myself,
to us with daughters and
granddaughters. | have en-
joyed Afternoon Tea ever
since experiencing it in
London. The Grand Florid-
ian conducts almost an
equal experience.

The Afternoon Teais a
gracious and relaxing way
to wile away a couple of
house in pleasant sur-
roundings. It accomplishes
the very premise of a

Tea — quiet time, pleasing
atmosphere, tasty food,
and pleasurable conversa-
tion. It is a way to veg-out
during the hectic rush-rush
that typically goes hand-in-
hand with a Disney World
vacation.

The Tea runs from 2:00pm
until 4:30 daily, in the Gar-
den View Lounge in the
rear of the lobby of the
Grand Floridian Resort.
The servers are dressed in
Victorian dresses, and the
atmosphere is one of se-

date elegance. Myself, Mrs.
Rusty, DD#1, and DGD#1 ar-
rived at 1:55pm for a 2:10pm
ressie. We were promptly
seated near the windows, so
we overlooked the walking
courtyard of the GF. Our
server quickly greeted us,
and allowed us time to look
at the menu.

The menu has both
packaged

“Teas” (complete
service) and ala-
carte items. We se-
lected a packaged
Tea for each of us.
Me and Mrs. Rusty |
had the Buckingham
Palace Tea (tea, scones,
sandwiches, tarts, baked
pastries and berries with
cream $17/each). DD#1 and
DGD#1 each had the Mrs.
Potts Tea (child’s tea with
sandwiches, tuna, ham and
cheese, pbj, and either tea or
chocolate milk $9/each). We
also ordered the English
cheese plate prior to delivery
of the Tea.

The tea was prepared as it
should be. The pot was pre-
heated wit hot water, the
loose tea was placed in the
pot and covered with hot wa-
ter. The sever poured the tea
into a strainer placed over
the teacup (in a fancy tea,
one NEVER pours their own
tea. The server should al-
ways do it). After a brief pe-
riod to enjoy tea, the different

courses of food was deliv-
ered.

A proper Tea has from 3-7
courses of food. That is why
each course is made of fin-
ger sandwiches or small
tarts. This is not a meal, but
a longer series of snacks.

During and between the
courses we were able to
have some really good con-
versation. It is such a relaxed
atmosphere, that things you
normally don’t discuss can
easily come up. After all,
grand parents, parents and
grandchildren seldom actu-
ally get a chance to sit and
just “gab”. After almost two
hours, we were ready to
leave and join SIL and
DGD#2 at MK. We had no
idea where the time had
gone. Next year, we plan to
bring DGD#2 to the Tea,
along with DD#1 and DD#2.

I highly recommend the Af-
ternoon Tea, as it is a great
break in an otherwise hurried
trip. It forces a relaxing pe-
riod, plus gives us a chance
to talk and bond.
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All Star Reviews

Our family recently stayed at
the All Star Music Resort. We
have a family of four, two adults
and two kids. Son 9 and daugh-
ter, 7. This was our second trip
to Disney World. Last time was
on business, and it was just the
kids and | for most of the trip.
Since this was our first full fam-
ily trip | wanted to make it spe-

cial, but with a limited budget
we had to cut some corners. By
staying at the All Star Music re-
sort instead of a moderate re-
sort we could stay 2 extra days.

This hotel was fun, all the décor
was bigger than life. The kids
enjoyed it a lot. They met many
kids to play with at the pool, and
even met the extremely noisy
family that was staying in the
room next to us.

| think the All Stars are fun, and
the cost is great, but | was a lit-
tle disappointed because it was
very crowded and noisy and we

Articles Needed!

Would you like to share your Dis-
ney experiences with others? Do
you have some great tips that oth-
ers might benefit from? Would you
like to tell everyone about your fa-
vorite WDW restaurant? Have you

had a long walk to everything.

Last trip we stayed at the Poly-
nesian Resort (husbands busi-
ness was paying the bill). We
could not afford the high price
there so we opted for the All
Star Music. | wish we would
have maybe chosen a moderate
resort instead of a value, but we
still enjoyed it.

Pros: cost was great.
The décor was fun.
The pool was fun.
We enjoyed the food
court food. The staff
was very helpful.
Rooms were clean
and in good shape.
Pool area was kept
clean, and had a lot
of chairs.

Negatives: everything was
crowded. Lots of unsupervised
children/teens running around,
even late at night! Long walks to
the buses, pool, food court,
lobby. Long waits for buses.
Check in took a very long time.

| hate to be negative but if any-
one is thinking about staying at
the All Stars, and maybe they
could squeeze out a little more
to go for a moderate, they
should.

Kendall Family, Ohio

stayed at one of the Disney resorts
lately and want to share details?
There are so many things you can
write about - please consider con-
tributing to this newsletter. It's the
DZ visitors who submit articles that

Another All Star Revew:

We stayed at the All Star Sports
March 3-8 and loved it. This was
the first time we splurged and
stayed onsite and it was wonder-
ful.

We loved the fact that we were in
disney the whole trip and never
had to leave. Every single thing
we needed or wanted we could
get somewhere around Disney.

The hotel was a lot nicer than |
thought it would be. | had toured
many of the other resorts but had
never seen the All Stars. | was
pleasantly surprised at the resort.
It was clean, well-kept and every-
one every-
where we
went was

happy.

We are not
the types to
spend much
time in our rooms, and this time
was no different, but our room
was comfortable and clean. We
slept well.

We were lucky to get a location
sort of close to the food court, and
we did grab breakfast most morn-
ings. Food was good and decent
prices.

Ed, Terri & Kayla from NJ

make this newsletter so popular.
Submit articles, or send questions
to: kimmi@disneyzone.net
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Guidebooks, Contests, Message Boards & more

Did you know that DZ is an
Amazon.com affiliate? What that
means is that by using any link
on our site to Amazon.com to
make your guidebook (or any)
purchase, DZ gets a small com-
mission. Its not a lot, but every
little bit helps!

Please click HERE to go to

Disneyzone’s Guidebook Page.
Choosing to link to Amazon.com
through any of the links will help
DZ>)
Thanks!

Unoff icia¥
Guide

Walt Disnes
World s

DZ Kids

Dear Mickey Mouse,

Please come to my birth-
day party. It is next week
and | will save you some
cake if you come late.

Benny, age 6.

We need more articles from
kids. Ask your child if they
would like to contribute
something to this newsletter
and send whatever they
come up with to us at:

Info@disneyzone.net

Have you visited the DZ Message
Boards lately? It's a great spot to
meet other Disney World enthusi-
asts! There are many topics to dis-
cuss, lots of very nice people to
meet & a wealth of information for
those planning Disney World vaca-
tions! Visit today! CLICK HERE to
go to the boards!

The NEW LOOK. The newsletter
has changed a little, this layout
should make it easier to read. Also,
all the links to email & websites
now work. Which means you can
click on them and they will actually
take you to a website, or bring up
your email client. Give it a try and

Advertising Information

The next page of the news-
letter offers ads from various
companies. DZ offers very
reasonable rates for advertis-
ers. Reach thousands of Dis-
ney World fans via the DZ
News!

Current Rates:

20 words or less - $25/month
21-40 words $35/month
41-70 words $50/month

One phone number OR a
website address included
and not included in word
count. Interested? Please
email us at

ads@disneyzone.net

DZ has a great contest that
just ended. And another one
just started! Contests on DZ
are ALWAYS FREE. You can
win a great prize, just for par-
ticipating!

Go enter the new contest, by
visiting the contest page!
CLICK HERE to go to the DZ
Contest Page - play and you
could win a cool prize!

*If you would like to donate a
prize, please contact us!
prizes@disneyzone.net -

You get some advertising on
the site in exchange for your
donation!

Happy Birthday...

Nick—14,
Tanner-3,
Jake-3,
Christine,
Mary-7, Jay,
Andrew, Kelly, Kaleb -3,
Erica-16, Lacey-7, Justine,
Tonya, Codey-10, Trevor,
Jonathan-15, Casey,
Adam, Patrick-11, Doug,
Michelle, Aaron-16, Tyler,
Skylar-6, Megan-8,
Shaylynn, Becca, April —14,
Brooke-14, Scottie,
Robert-7, Devin-6, Brent,
Michael —14, Rachel-7,
Hunter-7, Zayne-11, Dean,
Bob-67, Alexander, Todd,
Curtis-11, Taz-5, Jared-9,
Nino-13

Please send an email to
birthdays@disneyzone.net
to have your birthdays
listed. Ages optional.
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Please wvisit one or more of the advertisers below.

Please let them know you saw their ad in the DZ News!

Travel Agents/Companies

MouseEarVacations.com

Concierge Style Service

at No Extra Charge! Visit our website for spe-
cials. Your PremEAR Travel Agency!

We book cruise spaces months in advance to
get early booking savings rates & save you
money!

www.MouseEarVacations.com

A division of Cruising Co Etc

Free online quotes or call toll free:
800-886-8601 to request

Computer Services

Your very own Dedicated Hosted Server
for only $99 a month!

Why share server space when you can have
your own? Contact our office for more de-
tails. Mention Disneyzone and the set up fee
will be waived!

www.actusa.net
hostedserver@actusa.net

Towncar/Limo Services

Astro Limo—Orlando

We provide an Elegant, Dependable and
Safe way to travel to all Orlando destinations
at affordable prices. Orlando Airport, Disney
World, Sea World & Universal Studios.
877-995-5466 http://orlando.astrolimo.com

Tell your friends
about DZ!

Discount Tickets

Discount Disney World Tickets
www.DestinationsInFlorida.com
877-918-8941

Pre-order your discount tickets and save time
and money.

Tickets can be mailed to your home or picked
up at Disney World upon arrive.

Free Insider's Guide to Disney World with
every ticket purchase.

Gift Ideas

Italian Sterling Silver Charm Bracelets
Large variety of authentic italian charms, you
can design your own personalized bracelet.
Great selection and great prices! www.
anniescharmcloset.com

CookieJar Gifts

Do you like cookie jars? Great variety of Dis-
ney cookie jars available for purchase online.
Other categories, too. 800-827-3776
www.cookiejargifts.com

Snickerdoodle Dreams Providing high
quality country, primitive and whimsical clip
art and graphic designs for personal and
commercial uses. 877-835-5960
Www.snickerdoodledreams.com

Wheelchair Rental

Walker Mobility specializes in 3 wheeled
electric scooter & wheelchair rentals for fam-
ily/friends visiting Orlando and Central Flor-
ida. Visit our website www.walkermobility.
com or call pricing 1-888-SCOOTER



http://www.mouseearsvacations.com
http://www.destinationsinflorida.com
http://www.actusa.net
http://www.walkermobility.com

