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Magical Vacation despite some setbacks

“What else can go wrong?” was
the theme of our recent vacation. |
cant believe all the things that
happened. | hope that this article
makes it into the newsletter be-
cause | think it will help others.
We are a family of 4. Two adults,
and our children, Cameron 8 and
Erica, 5.

We arrived on a late Sunday after-
noon for our long awaited Dishey
vacation. We drove up to the Car-
ibbean Beach Resort and were
very impressed by this resort.
Stood in line for about 30 minutes
to check in. They had no record of
our reservation. None at all. Oh
boy, what a start. Turns out
‘someone’ called and cancelled.
Not us! | was so upset you would-
n’t believe it. They had rooms
available, and the sweet manager
even arranged it so we got our
slightly discounted rate! We were
ok. It was just the beginning of
things to come.

Our room was wonderful, had a
nice view of a grassy area. The
kids couldn’t wait to go swim. |
told them we had to unpack first.
Guess what | forgot to pack—
swimsuits! Arghhh. We had not
planned on visiting any parks that
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first day, swimming was the plan.
Be flexible, my husband kept re-
peating!

A trip to Downtown Disney is
what we decided to do instead.
My son loves Legos so we went
there first. He bought a nice set,
and then we moved on to the big-
gest Disney store on earth! | actu-
ally don’t know for sure if it is,
but wow! Bought us all some
swimsuits (at very elevated
prices), and a cute Snow White
costume for Erica.

Now its dinnertime. We went to
Rainforest Café—2 hour wait.
Bongos—1.5 hour wait, Wolf-
gang Pucks—1 hour wait. Ok, so
McDonalds here we come! Not
ideal, but the kids were happy.
Bed early tonight because we
have reservations for breakfast at
the Castle. This was the most
wonderful thing, we all felt like
royalty. | was so happy that |
made everyone | know get up at
ungodly hours to call to get us
these reservations! My daughter
was in complete heaven! Cam-
eron even enjoyed it.

Uneventful day—everything went
just as planned and expected.

Please note:

Disneyzone (DZ) is not affiliated with
Disney in any way. We are a group of
Disney enthusiasts who want to help
you in making your next Disney World
vacation the best ever!

Next day, our next day full of
minor problems. My husband
lost his glasses first thing. We
think he might have dropped
them on the bus, but no one
turned them in, bus driver cant
find them, etc. He can see a lit-
tle without them, but it turned
out to be very difficult for him.
Next, we lose our camera. | ac-
tually remember setting it down
in the restroom. Went back 2-3
minutes later and it was gone.
Once again, no one seemed to
have seen it. Take an afternoon
break to swim. My son bangs
his chin on the side of the pool.
Off to urgent care for stitches!
He actually thought it was cool,
but no more swimming for
him!

The only other problem we had
the entire rest of the trip was
that the ‘replacment’ glasses we
ordered were made incorrectly
at Lens Crafters. It took quite a
bit of time out of our days to go
back and forth (it was close to
the airport).

We had a magical trip, even
though we had so many prob-
lems to overcome. The weather
was warm, and the crowds were
thick, but we were prepared for
that. We are just so thankful
that we were not there during
the hurricanes. My kids have
many memories of this trip, and
we cant wait to go again!

-Sullivan Family, OH



Topic Borrowed from Message Boards

A fun thread just started on
the DZ Message Boards. A
visitor, Tweedledee posted
an article about Michael Eis-
ner stepping down from the
helm of Disney in 2006.

A discussion about applying
for Eisner’s job followed. The
RustyScupper came up with
a new topic,

“If | were head of Disney, |
would ...”

Here are the replies so far:

Pumba: If | were the head of
Disney I'd... Find a buyer for
ABC/ESPN and focus on the
original business of Theme
parks and movies.

SnowWhite12: I'd lower the
ticket prices so more people
could go. That way, I'd still
end up making more money.
(LOL)

Debbieduck: 1)I'd go back to
the basics of great storytel-
ling without sacrificing a g-
rating for the sake of trying to
be "cool".

2)I'd remember it's all about
family which is defined in
many different ways and to
embrace what is best about
humanity.

3)A free mickey ice cream
bar for everyone when you
walk in the gates!!!!

Brandi: Keep the standards
and wishes of the creator,
Walt.

Sameas: | would give fre-
guent visitor points per visit
to cash in - like green
stamps - towards one night's
accommodations.

| would remember it started
with a mouse - and re-
energize the "family" pro-
gramming.

| would add a hotel complex
around Epcot - with the
theme of Mexico, France,
England, Morrocco, Ger-
many, Italy, Canada, Japan,
China, & Norway.

| would add a gondola ride in
Italy.

Ruth: I don't know if Disney
Training has been cut back(it
seems as though it has) |
would go back to the way it
was because too many cast
members don't have the
"Disney Feeling” The cast
members have a great deal
to do with making WDW the
wonderful place that it is. |
would, however, want to re-
ward the "real" disney cast-
members. Yes, the people
that run ABC b ased on a lot
of the junk they have on, are
also not part of the Disney
family.

Pluto: I would continue to in-
vest in the parks and resorts
in the USA and abroad,;

| would hold the world pre-
mieres of their films on site,
so WDW guests can attend!
| would also continue to de-
velop animated films and re-
negotiate the deal with Pixar
(cut them more than that

stingy 50%).

| would do more philanthropy
(allow children from poverty
backgrounds to occasionally
come in for free).

(and | would probably be
fired by the shareholders for
un-sound business prac-
tices!)

What would you do? Think
about it because its going to
be the question for the next
Disneyzone contest!

Contests on DZ are always
free, and usually you just
have to reply to a question
like this. The contest page is
located at:
Http://www.disneyzone.net/
contest.htm
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Did you know that you
could buy Disney post-
age stamps? They are
the cutest things! | am
personally stockpiling
them. If your local post
office is sold out, you can
purchase them online at
http://shop.usps.com
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Disneyland’s Grand Californian Resort Review

My stay here was very short
but | plan on going back as
soon as | can. Here is a syn-
opsis of my stay and experi-
ences:

Parking: There is self park-
ing available but it is across
the street from the hotel and
could be a hassle if you have
a lot of baggage or are trav-
eling with children. Valet
parking is what we chose to
do and it was $12 a night
plus tips.

Check-in: We arrived late
(11pm) and | was surprised
that we had to wait to get
checked in. The desk was
very slow and there was a
short line. All in all it was
maybe a 20-minute wait,
which may sound short, but
at 11am on a weekday when
you are tired, it was long.

Room: The room was small
but very well appointed. We
had two queen beds, an en-
tertainment center and a
desk area. All of the furniture
and décor was true to the
Arts & Crafts theme of the
hotel. There was a small
honor bar inside the enter-

Articles Needed!

Would you like to share your Dis-
ney experiences with others? Do
you have some great tips that oth-
ers might benefit from? Would you
like to tell everyone about your fa-
vorite WDW restaurant? Have you
stayed at one of the Disney resorts

tainment center and a coffee
maker in the sink area. The
bathroom had two sinks and
then behind a pocket door
was the toilet, tub/shower
area. In the closet there was
an iron, a crib and a pair of
bathrobes. We had a small
balcony overlooking the gar-
den with a table and two
chairs. The room was very
quiet and comfortable. | did
not hear any sound from the
neighbors at all and | know
this hotel has a lot of families
staying there.

Hotel Amenities: We took
some time this morning to
roam the grounds a bit. The
lobby is huge and nice comfy
place to just go read the pa-
per in the morning. The gift
shop is chock full of Crafts-
man style goodies as well as
things you may have forgot
to pack. The pools were
heated to around 82 but
since there were no lifeguard
on duty the slides were
closed. Pool however was
open for business. The wed-
ding garden was disappoint-
ing. | would not plan a event
there just because they were
very plain.

lately and want to share details?

DZ News is as great as it is
because so many of you
contribute articles! Thanks!

Staff: As with most places
run by Disney the staff is al-
most overly friendly. Every-
one with a smile on their face
and no one has a bad day.
There was staff everywhere
very willing to help you with
anything you may want.

Dining: We ate breakfast at
the Storytellers Café this
morning. It was a very loud
place and you cannot carry
on a conversation even at a
small table for two. The mu-
sic was the main problem.
The food was good by
amusement park standards
but not something | would go
back there for. They offer a
breakfast buffet for $20 a
person but it did not look
worth it.

Checkout: This was a
breeze and can be done on
the phone or in person at the
front desk. We had them hold
our bags and our car till we
were done at Disneyland
Park.

- Michelle

There are so many things you can
write about - please consider con-
tributing to this newsletter. It's the
Dz visitors who submit articles that
make this newsletter so popular.
Submit articles, or send questions
to: Kimmi@disneyzone.net
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Guidebooks, Contests, Message Boards & more

Did you know that DZ is an
Amazon.com affiliate? What that
means is that by using any link
on our site to Amazon.com to
make your guidebook (or any)
purchase, DZ gets a small com-
mission. Its not a lot, but every
little bit helps!

Please click HERE to go to

Disneyzone’s Guidebook Page.

Choosing to link to Amazon.com
through any of the links will help
DZ:) Thanks!

PassPerter
wal orld

It

DZ Kids

Dere Mikky Mouse,

| want to com an see you
but | haf to be good in
skul fist. | dunt do my
werk varey good. | am a
nise gerl and | am a good
frend to.

| am guna trie rilly hard to
be good in skul and | will
be nise to my brudder to.

| luv you varey varey

Advertising Information

The next page of the newsletter of-
fers ads from various companies.
DZ offers very reasonable rates for
advertisers. Reach thousands of
Disney World fans via the DZ
News!

Current Rates:

20 words or less - $25/month

Have you visited the DZ Message
Boards lately? It's a great spot to
meet other Disney World enthusi-
asts! There are many topics to dis-
cuss, lots of very nice people to
meet & a wealth of information for
those planning Disney World vaca-
tions! Visit today! CLICK HERE to
go to the boards!

The NEW LOOK. The newsletter
has changed a little, this layout
should make it easier to read. Also,
all the links to email & websites
now work. Which means you can
click on them and they will actually
take you to a website, or bring up
your email client. Give it a try and
visit some of the links within the
newsletter!

muth and | want to com
and see you at desny-
wold for my burtday in
may.

. Caitlin, 7 years old
(obviously unedited)

Send in kids articles to:
kimmi@disneyzone.net

21-40 words $35/month
41-70 words $50/month

One phone number OR a website
address included and not included
in word count. Interested? Please
email us at ads@disneyzone.net

DZ has a great contest that
just ended. And another one
just started! Contests on DZ
are ALWAYS FREE. You can
win a great prize, just for par-
ticipating!

Go enter the new contest, by
visiting the contest page!
CLICK HERE to go to the DZ
Contest Page - play and you
could win a cool prize!

*If you would like to donate a
prize, please contact us!
prizes@disneyzone.net -

You get some advertising on
the site in exchange for your
donation!

Happy Birthday...
g Sherry, Alan,
Doug, Stan,
Angela, Tony,
Kiya, Matthew,

Jennifer, Fran,
Patrick, Emily - 4, Alysia -
14, Pina - 42, Liam - 5,
Susan, Alex, Derrek - 14,
Austin, Bradley - 11, Lisa,
Joey, Patsy, AJ, Danielle -
7, Carlee - 11, Daniel, Car-
son, Becca, Cale - 4,

Erick —20, Saya, Micah - 7,
Annie, Trevor - 11, Sarah,
Kate and Max.

Please send an email to
birthdays@disneyzone.net

if you want a birthday added to
the list!

Ages are optional!
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Please wvisit one or more of the advertisers below.

Please let them know you saw their ad in the DZ News!

Travel Agents/Companies

MouseEarVacations.com

Concierge Style Service

at No Extra Charge!

Visit our website for specials.

We book cruise space months

in advance to get early booking savings rates
& save you money!

Visit www.MouseEarVacations.com
A division of Cruising Co Etc

Free online quotes or call toll free:
800-886-8601 to request

a destination specialist contact you.

Wheelchair Rental

Walker Mobility specializes in 3 wheeled
electric scooter & wheelchair rentals for fam-
ily/friends visiting Orlando and Central Flor-
ida. Visit our website www.walkermobility.
com or call pricing 1-888-SCOOTER

Towncar/Limo Services

Astro Limo—Orlando

We provide an Elegant, Dependable and
Safe way to travel to all Orlando destinations
at affordable prices. Orlando Airport, Disney
World, Sea World & Universal Studios.
877-995-5466 http://orlando.astrolimo.com

Enjoy Your
Summer!

Gift Ideas

Italian Sterling Silver Charm Bracelets
Large variety of authentic italian charms, you
can design your own personalized bracelet.
Great selection and great prices! www.
anniescharmcloset.com

Cookiedar Gifts

Do you like cookie jars? Great variety of Dis-
ney cookie jars available for purchase online.
Other categories, too. 800-827-3776
www.cookiejargifts.com

Space Available

This space could contain your ad!
Reach thousands of
Disney Enthusiasts by placing an
ad in the DZ News!

Email for pricing and details.
Newsletter@disneyzone.net

Computer Services

Your very own Dedicated Hosted Server
for only $99 a month!

Why share server space when you can have
your own? Contact our office for more de-
tails. Mention Disneyzone and the set up fee
will be waived!

www.actusa.net
hostedserver@actusa.net




